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(54) FACSIMILE EQUIPMENT, AND DEVICE AND METHOD FOR COMMUNICATION 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To improve the handeability by 
storing transmission-source electronic mail addresses set in 

the device, communication destination information, and y y 
transfer destination electronic mail addresses so that they 
correspond to one another, and performing normal 
transmission, when an electronic mail address matches the 
transmission-source electronic mail address of a received 
electronic mail and sending a message indicating error 
transmission, when it does not. 

SOLUTION: A facsimile number is set as a number ID of 
one's own facsimile in advance and an electronic mail 
address is inputted to a subaddress. The facsimile data of it 
are received from a FAX data transmission, and reception 
part 5 and the sender's identification is stored as a facsimile 
number for notification. The received facsimile data are 
converted to the format of an electronic mail and the 
format-converted data are sent to the destination mail 
address through a LAN control part 6. When an error 
occurs, a gate way in a LAN performs retrieval based upon 

the transmission-source electronic mail address in the sent electronic mail to notify of the 
information for communication. 
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[0012] In the present embodiment, an e-mail address is directly entered as a sub- 
address, since alphabetic characters are expected to be allowed in the future, although 
a sub-address is currently defined to accept only numbers. When the present 
apparatus is installed in an office where a destination facsimile apparatus is installed, a 
reference table that correlates numbers in sub-addresses and e-mail addresses may be 
registered. In s13, multiple e-mail address generator 9 generates an e-mail user name 
unique to the present apparatus. Specifically, multiple e-mail address generator 9 
assigns a number from 1 to 9999 while avoiding duplication. The generated user name 
for the e-mail address is registered in the reference table shown in Fig. 5 . In Fig. 5 , 
"0001" and "0002" described in a source e-mail address [column] are user names and 
an e-mail address of the present apparatus is defined as "0002@intfax.mgcs.co.jp." In 
the e-mail address, "intfax" indicates a host name of the present apparatus and a string 
that follows indicates a domain name of the office where the present apparatus is 
installed. In s14, a correspondence facsimile number and a destination e-mail address 
are registered in a record of the newly generated source e-mail address of the reference 
table in Fig. 5 . In s15, received facsimile data are converted into an e-mail format, 
wherein the facsimile data is in a form of TIFF (an image control format on a personal 
computer) and a MIME (a protocol that allows transmission and reception of data other 
than texts by e-mail) header is added. In s16, the data in the converted format are 
transmitted to the destination e-mail address via LAN controller 6. 

[0013] Fig. 4 is a flowchart that shows reception of e-mail and transmission of data to 
a correspondence facsimile number. In s21 , [the present apparatus] receives e-mail. 
The received e-mail is addressed to, for example, an e-mail address 
"0002@intfax.mgcs.co.jp," in which "intfax" indicates a host name of the present 
apparatus. The e-mail is then transmitted to the host called "intfax." The user name 
"0002" is a unique user name generated by the present apparatus. The present 
apparatus determines a destination user after receiving the e-mail. In s22, [the present 
apparatus] searches the reference table for a correspondence facsimile number based 
on the user name. Generally, when e-mail is delivered to the user whose unique user 
name is generated by the present apparatus, the e-mail is to notify the user of an error 
associated with the e-mail that the user generated or the e-mail is a reply from the 
destination user. The e-mail never comes from a third-party user, who is unable to 
know the user name of the present apparatus. For a transmission error, an error 
message is sent back to a facsimile apparatus through a gateway in a LAN when the 
facsimile apparatus transmitted e-mail. The gateway sends back [the error message] to 
the facsimile apparatus based on the source e-mail address included in the transmitted 
e-mail. The facsimile apparatus searches based on the source e-mail address and 
notifies contact information. 
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(54) FACSIMILE EQUIPMENT, AND DEVICE AND METHOD FOR COMMUNICATION 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To improve the handeability by storing 

transmission-source electronic mail addresses set in the device, 

communication destination information, and transfer destination 

electronic mail addresses so that they correspond to one another, and 

performing normal transmission, when an electronic mail address matches 

the transmission-source electronic mail address of a received electronic 

mail and sending a message indicating error transmission, when it does 2 \ _ 

not. 

SOLUTION: A facsimile number is set as a number ID of one's own 
facsimile in advance and an electronic mail address is inputted to a 3 N» _ 

subaddress. The facsimile data of it are received from a FAX data 
transmission, and reception part 5 and the sender's identification is . — 
stored as a facsimile number for notification. The received facsimile data \ 
are converted to the format of an electronic mail and the format- 
converted data are sent to the destination mail address through a LAN 
control part 6. When an error occurs, a gate way in a LAN performs 
retrieval based upon the transmission-source electronic mail address irr 
the sent electronic mail to notify of the information for communication. 
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